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I have learned that the Indians succeeded badly with their en-
terprise, as I hope will happen in whatever they undertake in
those districts. This is all T have to reply to the first letter of
Your Grace, September 26, last.

By the letter of the 27th of the same month, Your Grace in-
forms our Governor of the eritical condition to which you found
that village and the other settlements reduced, on account of
the threats of the English, and even more, because of the ir-
regular administration which they have experienced. The
memory of the occurrence and the causes which produced so
pitiful a catastrophe dictated the measures and efforts which
Your Grace ought to take. Your zeal and love to the service
by which you have always been known to distinguish yourself,
at the same time that they will give you the general esteem of
all, for your accurate efforts in the defense of those places, will
give Your Grace a thousand means for rendering vain the at-
tempts and undertakings of the enemy without the least of
those settlements having any reason to complain of the Com-
mandant.

I am informed that Your Grace received the command of
those settlements from Lieutenant Don Francisco de Cartabona
on September 24, and that you began immediately to take the
measures which you considered most conducive to placing that
village in a state of defense. With this motive, and in view
of the orders of the Court and special instructions which T have,
I shall not hesitate to advise Your Grace that notwithstanding
your great disinterestedness and the indispensable urgency of a
post remote from the capital and threatened every instant by
enemies, Your Grace must regulate the expenses incurred with
wisdom and economic prudence, without failing in what is
necessary, and considering only what is strictly useful, not
avoiding likewise any effort and requisite that conduces to it,
so that whatever expenses are incurred may appear here to be
of clear and evident utility.

I am very greatly pleased with the promptness with which
those habitants are ready to sacrifice themselves in defense
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